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REMARKS 

This Response to Office action is submitted in response to tlie final Office Action dated 
November 10, 2005, A Notice of Appeal of the Examiner's final rejection of claims 1-64 is 
being submitted contemporaneously herewith. 

In the Office Action, applicant appreciates the Examiner's acknowledgment that the 
1.131 affidavit has overcome the 1 02(e) rejections and Applicant's argument regarding the 
102(a) rejections has also overcome the 102(a) rejections. 

The Examiner states that applicant's arguments filed on August 26, 2005 have been 
fully considered butwere not persuasive. The Examiner maintainsthatthe newly introduced 
Gianetti et al reference shows that the vacuum cleanerfiltration bag can be made of ePTFE. 
According to the Examiner, Gianetti et al. discloses a filtration bag for a commercial and 
residential vacuum cleaner comprising a receptacle for collecting dirt particles and the 
receptacle being fomried from a composite sheet comprised of at least one layer of expanded 
polytetrafluoroethylene and at least one substrate layer Abstract, col. 1 , lines 10-14; coL 2, 
lines 58-62), and a support layer comprising a non-woven polyester, polypropylene, 
polyethylene, fiberglass or microfiberglass, bonded to one side of porous expanded PTFE 
membrane (coL 2, lines 31-33 and lines 58-62). However, with all due respect to the 
Examiner, Gianetti et al. does not teach or suggest that the filter bags disclosed therein be 
formed into a disposable filtration bag for a floor care appliance such as a vacuum cleaner 
(col- 1, lines 10-14; col. 2, 58-62), 
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Further, the Examiner has maintained the recitation disposable has not been given 
patentable weight because the recitation occurs in the preamble. The Examiner was not 
persuaded by applicants's arguments that the Instant bag is disposable because the priorart 
Is capable of being disposable even if the word disposable is given patentable weight. For 
the purposes of appeal, applicant Insists that the prior art vacuum cleaner bag Is not 
disposable and that the limitation "disposable" must be given patentable weight in the 
preamble as previously discussed in the Response to Office Action filed on August 24, 2005, 
which is incorporated by reference as if fully rewritten herein. 

For the purposes of appeal, applicant insists that applicant is entitled to priority since 
applicant has been the first to reduce the practice the Instant filtration bag made from a layer 
of expended Polytetrafluoroethylene bonded to a substrate layer. Considerable effort and 
resources has been expended to successfully produce the Instant disposable filtration bag 
which must be mass produced in order to be cost effective and marketable. Applicant has 
demonstrated through third party testing and the affidavits of employees of the assignee of 
record that this is in fact the case and that applicant is entitled to priority. None of the prior art 
references cited by the Examiner discloses a disposable filtration bag made from at least one 
layer of expanded polytetrafluoroethylene and at least one substrate layer for use in a floor 
care appliance such as vacuum cleaner. Applicant repeats the instant argument to clarify 
applicant's position for the purposes of appeal. 

It is believed that above amendment places the present application In condition for 
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allowance. Therefore, it is respectfully requested that this application be examined and an 
appropriate office action be issued. 



The Hoover Company 
101 East Maple Street 
North Canton, OH 44720 
Telephone: (330) 499-9200. Ext. 2930 
Facsimile; (330) 497-5004 



RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED 



PARKS 



By: Michael J. Corrigan 
Reg. No.: 42,440 
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